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NoCal computer classes earn Capitol kudos
By COLIN E. SUCHLAND
The Fulton Sun 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - For the past two years, students at North Callaway R-I High School have offered a high-tech helping hand to deserving groups and families.

Now their efforts are garnering high praise.

On Tuesday, 10 of the NCHS pupils trekked to the Capitol to be recognized on the Missouri House floor in a resolution offered by a trio of local representatives: Danie Moore, R-Fulton; Steve Hobbs, R-Mexico; and Terry Witte, D-Vandalia.

The measure also honored teacher Dave Hopkins, who leads North Callaway's two sections of PC Maintenance - the only high school classes in Missouri licensed through the Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher program.

The educator said once his students get over their initial timidity, they really enjoy pulling apart and (hopefully) reassembling the computers.

“By the end of the year, they're tearing the tops off,” Hopkins said. “In fact, one of the advantages we have is that a lot of the computers come to us already broken.”

Hopkins said his classes cannibalize an average of three PCs for every fully functional machine they turn out.

“I didn't know anything about (PCs) when I started,” said junior Devon Dunn. “I just liked computer games, and I wanted to know more.”

Older students serve as team leaders, supervising the work of younger peers.

“Once we find a computer that's actually worth saving ... we strip some parts and try and get it all pulled back together,” Dunn said.

Besides catching the attention of tech-savvy high schoolers, Hopkins' classes also include an element of community service. Each refurbished machine is loaded with software and made available to not only deserving NCHS students, but to groups literally the world over.

This year, Hopkins said, 16 North Callaway-repaired computers made their way to an orphanages in Uganda, Africa, while another five were sent to The Intersection (an afterschool center in Columbia). Another dozen machines went home with North Callaway students for use as student computers.

“We're looking for more work now,” said Hopkins. “We would really like to partner with businesses.

“They tend to have the best machines to start with.”

During the Capitol visit, Moore read the resolution to the students and later presented the group to her peers on the House floor.

“We're just very proud of you all,” Moore said.
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Rep. Danie Moore, R-Fulton, reads a resolution honoring technology students from North Callaway R-I High School, gathered around, during the pupils' visit to the Capitol on Tuesday morning. (Fulton Sun/Colin E. Suchland photo)
