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An enterprising student, with assistance from his teacher, has helped bring technological wizardry to residents of area nursing homes in the guise of refurbished computers.

As part of a senior class project, it was suggested by David Hopkins, a technology teacher at North Callaway High School, that Devon Dunn further develop a computer outreach program, including delivery and installation to area nursing homes.

"Ever since my sophomore year, I've been in the computer maintenance class, and ever since then, we've been taking in donations, and I've been fixing computers," said Dunn, who is a graduating senior at the high school.

David Hopkins, a technology teacher at North Callaway High School, has utilized the skills of his students to convert discarded and damaged computers into properly functioning units. The computers are then donated to worthy organizations.

"We've been refurbishing computers to give them away for probably about two years," said Hopkins, adding, "We originally started servicing district computers, and then we branched out, and now we're working on donated computers and giving them to the community."

"Providing computers to senior centers was my initial idea, but he's done all the leg work, including writing of a grant we received," said Hopkins of the senior, who plans to attend Westminster College in Fulton.

"It was actually the ... brainchild of Mr. Hopkins," said Dunn regarding donating computers to residential care facilities. "I had to come up with a project, and we were brainstorming some ideas, and he came up with it."

Dunn's work was aided by a $650 Service Learning Mini-Grant issued through the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Dunn applied for, and processed, the grant.

"We used that grant to buy some really good parts to put in computers," said Dunn.

In sum, Hopkins said 60-70 computers have been refurbished since his technology class began repairing donated older computers circa spring 2005. Included are 16 computers which were donated to the Christian-based organization "With God's Little Ones," a system of orphanages in Uganda.

Closer to home, and under Dunn's stewardship, computers have been donated and installed at Teal Lake Assisted Living Facility in Mexico and Churchill Terrace Assisted Living in Fulton.

Dunn said many nursing home residents are interested in the computers and correspondent possibilities.

"Some are kind of hesitant and kind of intimidated, but others are very responsive," he said, adding he has provided complimentary training sessions at the nursing facilities.

"Whenever I go, the following week, I ask some of them if they need a review, and they will say 'No, I got it,' and they will tell me what they learned ... It's actually pretty exciting," said Dunn.

"We've had a real positive response from the residents," said Jayne Yager, administrator at Teal Lake. "They are real excited about learning how to use the computer, and ways they can use e-mail and pictures, to communicate with family members, some of whom live out of state."

"Some are already very handy," noted Hopkins of assisted living facility residents. "Some are very eager to learn," specifying "e-mail, for its communication with friends and loved-ones, and with pictures."

Other key programs learned by residents at the facilities include word processing, Internet browsing and on-line banking.

Of donations to the school, Hopkins noted, "We can take machines that aren't working and we can create new machines from parts we have available. So if people donate machines, it doesn't necessarily have to be working." He added the class often provides peripherals with the resultant end product, such as keyboards, monitors and mice. However, because of the prohibitive cost of ink, printers are generally excluded.

Currently, newer computers are refurbished with Windows 2000. Older computers are installed with Windows 98. And Dunn added "If it is already XP, we'll use XP."

Dunn said problems of donated computers range from "hard drive failures to memory failure, or the video card (is bad). Sometimes we open the computer, and there's leaves inside and stuff ... A lot of times the computer is really old, and is caked with dust."

Hopkins - who started at the district nine years ago, originally as a math teacher - said donated computers have ranged "one year old, up to probably 10 or 12 years old."

Dunn stated he originally became interested in computers via gaming. "You learn some of this stuff through gaming," he said. "But then I had never seen the inside of computers, and that is when you really learn a lot ... When you open them up is how you learn about components, and how they interact with each other."

Hopkins added, "There are some juniors that have been with me for a long time, and even some freshmen who show a great deal of interest, so this will be an on-going thing."

Hopkins said computers can be dropped off at North Callaway High School. "That would be great. We get stuff in every day."
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