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Refurbished computers
get new life, purpose

A class updates computers and
gives them to a variety of groups.

By RACHEL RILEY
news@columbiamissourian.com

Students at North Callaway High School in
Kingdom City are taking old computers, refur-
bishing them with Microsoft Windows and giv-
ing them new purpose.

Members of the school’s technology problem-
solving class recently donated five refurbished
computers to The Intersection, a Columbia com-
munity center.

The class began refurbishing computers in
the spring of 2005 and has donated more than
50 computers to students without computers
and to nonprofit groups.

The class, led by David Hopkins, relies on
donations to collect computers.

“Many of our donations
come from individuals IO_D_QNAIE_
who happen to hear about
our program by word of Computer donations
mouth or through the can be directed to
media. The congregation : :
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran ([)587\/;? g—lsogk;gsigt
Church in Columbia has '~ 7 3
been very generous,” said
Hopkins, a technology teacher who is the team
director of Students Working to Advance Tech-
nology, a national program that uses students to
provide help desk support for school computer
systems.

When deciding where to donate the computers,
the class again relies on word of mouth, Hopkins
said, and has even sent computers out of the
country.

“Our contacts with St. Andrew’s led to us
donating 16 computers to the With God’s Little
Ones mission in Uganda,” Hopkins said. “The
computers will be used in a network of orphan-
ages they run there.”

The class has also made donations to the Aud-
rain County Community Emergency Response
Team, Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition of St.
Louis, Franklin County Elementary School and
Scotland County Youth Center, a press release
from the group said.
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David Hopkins sets up refurbished computers
at The Intersection last week. He teaches the
high school class that donated them.

This year, North Callaway High School became
the first high school in Missouri to be designated
as a Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher, Hopkins
said.

“That program is what allows us to put Win-
dows on rebuilt machines and give them to quali-
fied recipients,” Hopkins said.

The class is in its fourth year, but this is the
first year of the refurbishing and donation pro-
gram. The two-year class has 15 first-year stu-
dents and six second-year students.

“We have about a dozen machines we are try-
ing to repair,” Hopkins said.

“We are always looking for more machines to
work on.”




