Class projects aid others 
Teenagers tune up donated computers.

By GREG MILLER of the Tribune’s staff 

Published Saturday, November 5, 2005
A steady stream of children entered and left the computer room at The Intersection yesterday on Sexton Road. New computers had arrived, and J’sheree Peal said she was happy to see the old ones go. 
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Janel Flemming, right, sets up a computer keyboard as North Callaway High School technology instructor David Hopkins sets up equipment yesterday at The Intersection. Hopkins’ class refurbished six donated computers and delivered them with the help of the AmeriCorps VISTA program. 

"These computers are slow, boring, and that’s why we need some new ones," the 8-year-old from Russell Boulevard Elementary School said. "They better be good computers." 

Six refurbished computers were donated to The Intersection as part of a technology problem-solving class at North Callaway High School in Kingdom City. The class of about 20 students refurbishes donated computers and distributes them to groups in need. 

"I haven’t made much of an effort to give them away," said David Hopkins, teacher of the class. Would-be recipients "always come to me." 
The class began four years ago and became a Microsoft-authorized refurbisher in the spring. Since then, the class has distributed computers to the Audrain County Community Emergency Response Team, the Franklin County R-2 Elementary School in New Haven and orphanages in Uganda. "I would’ve liked to had this class in high school," Hopkins said. 
The Intersection is a not-for-profit that offers an after-school program from 3 to 6:30 p.m. 

The group’s director, Dana Battison, said 159 children are registered for the program. 

"We’re trying to help," Battison said. "A lot of the kids we’re dealing with are struggling in school. They come here and do better." 
The center schedules periods for doing homework under the supervision of mentors and has a computer lab equipped with educational software. Battison said that before North Callaway donated the computers, the newest piece of equipment was five years old. 

While Hopkins took a break from installing the machines, J’sheree ran into the room and sat in front of one of the new computers. She said her favorite computer activity is writing stories about the holidays. 
"I was going to write about Halloween, but it was too late," she said. 

The machine J’sheree sat in front of flickered to life, and the monitor flashed the Windows 2000 start screen. "Well," the girl asked excitedly, "can we play on it?" 
Aaron Attebery, a North Callaway senior in Hopkins’ technology class, said witnessing reactions such as J’sheree’s are an additional benefit to the skills he’s learning. "It makes me smile because they’re happy about receiving them," the 17-year-old said. "It puts a smile on my face." 

This semester marks Attebery’s fourth year in Hopkins’ class. "I just like the class," Attebery said. The hands-on training is his favorite part of the class, he said. "You learn a lot that way."  Attebery said his time in the class has inspired him to study computer engineering, hopefully next year at the University of Missouri-Rolla. 

Although The Intersection’s computer room is stocked, the center needs volunteers to help supervise the kids, Battison said. 
Similarly, Hopkins and his class always can use donated machines. 

"Money works too," he said. 



Reach Greg Miller at (573) 815-1723 or gmiller@tribmail.com. 
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